Module Six: Marketing Your    General Studies Degree
Learning Objectives
By the end of this module, you will meet these learning objectives:
· Communicate your personal and professional ambitions and the role the BA.GS degree plays in fulfilling them
· Explain how a T-Shaped Professional is desirable in today’s world
Plan At a Glance
This is the recommended plan for completing the reading assignments and activities within the module. Additional information can be found in the module Reading and Resources section and in the task list.
1. Read the articles and submit an initial post to this week’s discussion Topic.
2. Respond to your peers in this week’s discussion Topic.
3. Consider working with the Online Writing Center to refine your final project paper before submitting it next week (this is optional). You may go to Course Tools > Submit Your Paper for Written Feedback and Support.
Reading and Resources
Required Resources
The Liberal Arts: A Broad Education for Lifelong Success
This article explores the increasing desire among employers to hire individuals with a diverse education that prepares them to solve workplace problems. As you read this article, consider the following:
· How will the BA.GS degree prepare you to meet changing workplace expectations?
· How will your academic plan of study help you build the KSAs mentioned in the article?
College Learning for the New Global Century, pp. 11-24 only 
This report from the Association of American Colleges and Universities examines how a diverse and liberal education is necessary in today’s global society. As you read the assigned pages in this article, consider the following:
· How is the BA.GS degree a good solution for the issues and trends outlined in the report?
· How would you summarize the key messages from the report and explain to others why you selected the BA.GS degree?

Module Overview
In previous modules, you refined your understanding of the specific goal that is driving you to complete the BA.GS degree. You have learned that being able to articulate your specific goal and what it will take to accomplish it is vital to getting the kinds of support and resources required for your success. In this module, you will practice telling others about your choice to pursue a BA.GS degree in the context of your overall strategic plan to achieve your goal. In the module discussion, you will present this rationale, getting feedback from your peers before you submit the rationale as a part of your final project.
As you begin crafting your rationale, try thinking of it as a commercial focused on you and your choice to leverage a BA.GS degree to accomplish your goal. Commercials have the following characteristics:
· They grab people’s attention.
· Describe precisely what your key strengths are and list the adjectives that define you. Focus on how these strengths are a benefit to others, especially those who might employ you or support your ambitions.
· Explain how the BA.GS degree is ideal for developing a T-shaped set of capabilities.
· They are short (20–30 seconds or 8–10 sentences) and to the point.
· Write short, powerful sentences by eliminating unnecessary words.
· They focus on what is unique.
· Identify what makes you, your goal, and the BA.GS degree unique.
· Explain how the BA.GS degree is an innovative and appropriate approach to developing the knowledge, skills, and abilities (KSAs) necessary for you to be successful.

6-1 Discussion: Rationale
 
Assume you are meeting with someone who may offer you a job or support for your personal goal. This person has just asked why you selected the BA.GS degree.
Develop a convincing response that addresses the following:
· Restate your specific goal and describe the relevance of the BA.GS degree and a diverse education to anyone accomplishing that goal.
· Explain how a diverse educational background would make you an asset to any effort or organization.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In responding to your classmates, provide constructive feedback, identifying one thing that was effective and explaining why or how it was effective; also identify one thing that could be improved and explain why or how it could be made more effective.

